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Ph: (760) 670-3388 Fax: (760) 266-9505  Email: EVAOSD.Newsletter@DriveGasFree.com
Website: www.evaosd.com

Officers:
President: Joseph S. Gottlieb
Vice President: Wistar Rhoads
Treasurer: Lloyd Rose
Program Chairman: Joseph S. Gottlieb
Newsletter Editor:  Staff
Webmaster: Russ Lemon
Librarian & AV: Lloyd Rose
Regular Meetings: Our meetings are on on the 4th 
monday of every month (except December). 

Location: California Center for Sustainable Energy 
8690 Balboa Ave., Suite 100 · San Diego, CA 92123

Place: Main Conference Room

Next Meeting: Monday, Oct. 24, 2011 @ 7:00 p.m.

Program: General Topics

Presidents Message:
Usually, I get emails from members that 
shoot me a link to a story I should pop in the 
newsletter. Like this one: http://
dailycaller.com/2011/10/14/114-year-old-
electric-car-gets-same-40-miles-to-the-
charge-as-chevy-volt/ that goes into a story 
comparing one of the very first electric cars to 
a Chevy Volt. Thank you for sending them. 
Also, Chevy is planning some kind of Volt 
meet-up behind the Auto museum in 
December. Stay tuned to find out where and 
when. They want other “electric” cars also...

Occasionally, I get a really special email with 
a hand crafted article/letter/diary of EVents. I 
VERY much appreciate it. This month, the 
newsletter is dedicated to a great, but quiet, 
club member and how his trials and 
tribulations relate to a lot of other club 
members. It’s a great read so for those who 
only like the pictures, this isn’t the month for 
you!. Hats off to Steam Boat Willie (only a 
few will get that)

Next month I will have photos from a whole 
bunch of EVents including: Movie Showing of 
What is the Electric Car at the auto museum 
in Balboa Park, pictures from National Plug-
In day, and hopefully pictures from the La 
Mesa event. If you have photos or a story 
about what you did at one of these events, 
PLEASE email it to me. 

Lloyd and I have been a bit short on time this 
year and we are glad you have hung with us. 
I will be out this month on personal matters 
leaving Lloyd to entertain you. I will be back 
in action in November for our last meeting of 
the year! Let’s make it a doozy!
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Courson's Courner 
This story begins a bit over two years ago when I took an absolutely excellent two week course from 
Mr. Q in conversions from ICE to EV. The course was limited to 30 participants – was full up with a 
long waiting list when I learned of it and applied to be in it. It was already filled, by the way, with people 
from a wide variety of our world. Parts of the US – border to border (East, West, North, South, as well 
as South America and Europe. Rich and poor. Male and Female. The course was excellent. We fully 
completed one conversion (VW) and 3/4 completed a second VW along with a smattering of work on a 
fiberglass Porsche kit car that provided interesting fill in and a source of additional learning outside of 
what any of us had hoped for. I managed to move myself from a position of last on the waiting list – to 
first and actually being invited into the course when Mr. Q. stumbled upon the information that I owned 
a full CNC machine shop with great computerized design software (along with the promise to become 
Mr. Q’s design and machining slave for the duration of the course). The course was excellent and 
beyond what I had hoped for. Without putting you to sleep on a long winded report on the course and 
it’s excellence, I will fast forward to a short while after the course’s completion. 
For as short a while as possible after the course, I built adaptor plates for course members to convert 
cars with. I also did a fair bit of machine work for Mr. Q until he had built up a small but reasonable bill. 
One day he phoned me and told me that he was coming over for a visit  --  but would I be interested in 
taking in an orphaned 1984 Mustang – electric – with a big 11 inch motor and a 4 speed Borg Warner 
transmission in exchange for his bill? Of course I laughed and told him that I had two Apteras ordered 
– one for myself and one for my wife – (in retrospect, I really should have been laughing about the 
Aptera part of our conversation).  He told me that he needed to find a temporary home for the Mustang 
and could I provide it with room and board for a short time while he tried to locate new parents for it. 
We have a large property with lots of space and I told him yes – but for a limited time. A day of so later 
Mr. Q. showed up with the Mustang and tucked it into a comfortable corner of our property – still trying 
to sell me on how great it would be for me to own it. My laughter at that thought continued. That 
evening my oldest daughter came home and asked what the Mustang was all about. I told her the 
story and she said those words that all Dads cannot resist and absolutely love to hear from their 
children. “ Wow Dad – that car would make a fantastic Father – Daughter project. Think of the fun we 
can have working on that together.”  After I re-gained consciousness, picked myself up off of the floor 
and mopped up the food I had dropped, I called Mr. Q and told him to bring the title – that his bill was 
paid. At this point in my life, I’m absolutely convinced that Mr. Q had met secretly with Caitlin (my 
daughter) and bribed her to say those words. She has not spoken of the Mustang since. My oldest 
daughter was 19 or 20 then. She is a popular model and has more fun every week than I even have 
the energy to be fully jealous of in a month. At least 2 years have passed and the Mustang is still 
snuggled into its same comfy corner of the hillside here on our property. 
I’ll stop there for a moment and describe the Mustang. Who knows how many of you out there reading 
this were offered this same Mustang for purchase before Mr. Qs list of potential buyers narrowed itself 
down to me. There is absolutely no question in my mind that many, many of you know this car from 
one place or another. It’s body is actually in excellent condition. Its white paint is faded and it will look 
really sweet with a new paint job (probably pink as I’ve told my youngest daughter that unless she can 
afford her own car and fuel for it – this absolutely will be her first car). It also needs all its exterior 
rubber (around windows, doors etc.) replaced. Of course when Mr. Q. dropped it off, he removed all of 
its batteries. So - the car (with no batteries) looks really cool raised about 10 inches off of the ground. 
Also - If he had left the batteries in the car, they would all be dead carcasses by now. They at least got 
some good remaining use in his other vehicles. The interior of the car looks like something that might 
turn your stomach in a Mad Max movie. The car is already registered as an electric car. I believe it is 
actually going to be a really nice looking car when completed.
So – having more than one daughter – the story goes on. My youngest daughter will be 15 in two 
months. You with children may be acquainted with how persistent children can be about what kind of 
car YOU are going to buy them when they reach legal age to drive.  My youngest daughter loves Mr. 
Q, his dog Ricochet, and the amazingly excellent steaks that he prepares when he visits us or throws 
a party here.  In fact, he is even famous with her friends who have been here during his visits (mostly 
for his steaks and Ricochet). However - - - he is far less than popular with her for another reason. The 
immediate response to any hint that she (Sarah) ever mutters about obtaining a car is “your car is the 
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Mustang snuggled into the hillside and is waiting for you to join me in the work of painting it and putting 
an interior and new batteries into it. And we’ll probably pull the engine/transmission and electronics 
out, clean them up and paint under the hood and trunk as well before we put it all back together. Not 
the words that a 14 year old girl wants to hear from her father (or anyone for that matter) Wow!!!!– 
does she know how to cringe!!! She has perfected her cringe. She refuses to clearly define her 
mutterings that always accompany that cringe, but there is no question that I hear Mr. Qs name within 
the mutterings at least once or twice each time. I love it. The automobile issue is so perfectly sculpted 
for my youngest daughter that any time that Sarah is doing her cringe and muttering Mr. Qs name, I 
am quietly blessing him twice as hard. Sarah's imagination does not expand enough yet to visually see 
the beautiful car that awaits her with new paint, interior and batteries and no gasoline costs. She 
currently can only focus on an old, ugly car which is electric very limited round trip potential.  Let me fill 
in all of you parents with some of the absolute blessings that can come with an electric car for your 
children. First off – let me clarify that I don’t mean a new electric car – with extended range – I’m 
talking about a converted ICE car. I’ll list the benefits of a shorter range converted electric car for their 
teen(s).
Limited range 25 to 40 miles in most cases. How much cruising beyond driving to school and back can 
that offer? I love it! I’m not the bad guy limiting how far she can travel each day.
Sarah complains about having to deal with #1. The simple response is honest, clear and growth 
oriented. Yea, but you won’t have to go through the embarrassment of having your parents drop you 
off and pick you up every day with a big sloppy kiss and loud, loving parental encouragement. Your 
friends will all think that you are too cool having your own pink, vintage muscle car. I’ll also note here 
that her friends are in fact - ALL - already terribly jealous that her Mustang is electric and will need NO 
GASOLINE.
While her friends are on their knees every evening and every weekend – begging their parents for $$$
$$ to pour into the pockets of the oil companies for a small amount of fuel to cruise with (because of 
the high expense of gasoline), Sarah will simply plug her car in every evening to replenish the energy 
she will need to drive to school and back – did I mention that I love that she will also have 
automatically LIMITED  miles of travel for her and her friends – and fuel costs will be almost a non-
issue.
There will be no arguments about how far she can travel. HAAAA! – We live in Alpine!!!! When she 
presents this argument – we smugly remind her that she will have to do a lot of thought about where 
she goes and cultivate her friends with great courtesy and consideration since they will all be 
depending on each other for transportation. It is a good thing for a child to be forced to use the often 
fully abandoned skill of planning and foresight that so many teens have never considered – some don’t 
even understand the concept.
FATHER-DAUGHTER project. She knows and seems to have actually accepted the idea that if she 
really wants to have a car of her own – she is going to have to invest some time with her Dear Ol’ 
Daddy to rebuild it together working on getting a respectable knowledge and valuable appreciation for 
a vehicle that she will be driving. 
Don’t even think that she’ll be parking her pink, somewhat vintage Mustang in a tight parking space 
close up in a shopping center parking lot where a car filled with a worn out mommy is going to 
squeeze into a tight space next to it with 4 to 6 screaming and non thinking kids slamming open their 
doors into the cars on either side to race into the mall.  She’ll think about where she parks.
Another advantage to the converted ICE to EV car – is that most likely – if the son or daughter has 
helped convert it – when # 6 does occur – your son or daughter will know how to repair the resulting 
dents and gouged paint. 
Eventually – all of your friends and their children will be coming to you for advice and guidance on how  
to affordably obtain a non-gas guzzling vehicle that will have all of the advantages that they are seeing 
your family and child enjoy. You – or better yet – your son or daughter – would be in a respectable 
position to negotiate a fee for supervision of a project that the other family will eventually bless you for. 
Here is an opportunity for extended learning of financial responsibility for your child.
Ahhhhh – the sweet low maintenance costs of an electric car versus the pile of mechanical 
maintenance that accompanies even a new ICE car.
Going back to #8, most families wisely consider it a spectacular gift to have their children and friends 
hanging around their own home with a great learning project to share. (Like building an EV.)Soooo 
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much better than them hanging out at the mall (usually proceeded by begging their parents for $$$) or 
doing alcohol or drugs, or spending their spare time in front of a television, or sneaking from one movie 
theater to another for an entire day. Please don’t think that I’m not aware of the long list of productive 
and excellent ways that so many kids spend their time also. I love those kids and we know a bucket 
load of them. This type of project extends kids opportunities to learn how to and to put into practice – 
work and research, and teaches them that when the “norm” of society tells them that they must cave in 
to the big oil companies and advertising that insinuates that there is no other way – they can smile, 
think for themselves and take an action that puts them far independently above the crowd.
There are always used EVs out there to be purchased to eliminate the work that can be involved in 
converting your own.      BUT     - Think of the skills learned and practiced that can be involved with 
turning an ICE car into an EV. The skills that they might learn or be involved in could include all that 
follows and more – or only a short handful of them. Depends on the vehicle – depends on how much a 
father or mother – son – daughter time you find yourself wanting to spend with them. Once a boy or 
girl learn that they can do cool things, it can be hard to stop them from going on and on with more 
learning and skill extending. Converting an Ice car to EV can include at least one or more of the 
following skills: The first is easy and hard to screw up – Removal of all of the old ICE car parts – such 
as engine, radiator, exhaust and muffler system, fuel tank and system, air conditioning and heating, 
transmission (which may or may not be used in the converted Electric), etc, etc. Planning and 
designing the replacement EV system. Electrical component design and placement. Adapting the 
replacement electric engine into the vehicle, battery placement, modified suspension,  possible 
painting of vehicle, possible interior upholstery, etc. Start the project at least a year before they are old 
enough to drive. How much time does a child have to get himself into trouble with this kind of 
significant project in front of him? Especially if it is a project that is going to extend their independence 
from you. (But not too much!). It’s great to have your child as well as a number of his friends spending 
their time at your home. Get used to having an empty refrigerator – the cost of food is a better 
investment than throwing the $$$ into the hands of shopping malls, Hollywood movies, and eventually 
to the oil companies and auto repair facilities. And – also remember – only a small handful or if wanted 
- up to all and more of these skills can be examined and performed in a project like this one. Any of the 
skills gained can provide income for them in high school or college or ongoing.
Well – that’s my response to Joseph’s first paragraph of ranting in the September EVAOSD.  I was 
present and remember when he was railroaded – Whoa! Did I say railroaded? I meant elected - into 
the position of President. That was a while back – I recall that I had only put my deposits down for my 
two Apteras about a year prior. Wow! – how many years ago was that???? How many constructive 
ways could I have used that money between then and a couple of weeks ago when Aptera finally 
decided that it would be the right thing to do to return the deposits. Actually – I had mostly given up on 
ever being able to receive a response to any of the many, many requests I had sent them trying to 
obtain some sort of idea of when we might expect our cars or the alternative of a return of my deposits. 
I should have suspected that something was afoot when Joseph purchased his Volt a while back. 
Actually – I did – but was still unable to get any sort of response whatsoever from Aptera.  
Once Sarah and I actually begin the re-furbish of the Mustang, we will send in monthly photos with 
short complaints and back slapping of each other on our great work (regardless of whatever our actual 
level of success and forward motion is). I’m going to suggest that one of Mr. Q and the Kick Gas club’s 
requirements for actually working in the Kick Gas facility – should be to provide photos and at least a 
short summary of the work being done there. I know from personal experience that projects rarely 
move along at the scheduled and projected pace of movement toward completion. With that 
acceptable and in mind – it would be awesome if those out there that are currently at any stage of 
working on an Electric Vehicle would ship your photos and a short summary of the successes and 
hardships and total failures of the work they are doing on their vehicles to the newsletter for 
encouragement or for humor. Both are great.  ‘

Best to all of you current and future EV’ers out there.  Its probably going to be about 6 to 8 months 
before Sarah and I are in a position to begin the “re-furbish” of the Mustang. Once that starts, we will 
provide this newsletter with photos and lies – I mean great success stories of our progress with roaring 
pats on each other’s backs for when we finish the project. ‘Till then – we will simply keep enjoying the 
newsletter.  Best to all of you.  Mike and Sarah C.
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ELECTRIC VEHICLE (EV) CONVERSION WORKSHOP 
(ONE DAY MINI-COURSE) 

Description: The workshop will go over the basics of a 
Gas to Electric Vehicle conversion with a focus on the EV 
sub-systems needed for a do-it-yourself conversion. 
Instruction will include hands-on activities on dynamic EV 
mock-up platforms. In addition previously converted EV 
case study models will be available for test rides.

 Date: Offered on the first Saturday of each month
 Time: From 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM
 Cost: $75.00 (includes materials and lunch)  
 Location: Kick Gas Co-Op, 815 University Ave, San Diego CA 92103
 Website: http://kick-gas-club-electric-conversions.com/
 Contact: quevedo@cox.net  or jasonrugs@yahoo.com to pay 

registration fee

** Space is limited **



Electric Auto Association (EAA) Membership Application Form
Fill out this form, attach a check, money order or use PayPal, in US funds only, payable to 'Electric Auto Association'. CE = Current EVents newsletter

e-CE
paper CE

I support the ___________________________________________EAA Chapter (addional chapters, $10 each) ____________________

You can fold this form as indicated and mail it with your payment enclosed. Use tape to seal the form, on the sides, before you mail it
or send an  e-version of this form, through PayPal using http://electricauto.org/eaamembership.html

The Electric Auto Association is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) for the promotion of electric vehicles.  Your donations are tax
deductible and with your membership you will receive the EAA publication, "Current EVents". All information and statistics
in this application are for the exclusive use of the EAA and is not sold or given to any other organization or company.  Your
membership dues include a percentage goes to the EAA Chapter you support for public Electric Vehicle promotion EVents
like rallies, shows and EV rides.

===========================================FOLD HERE ==========================================
Return address
___________________________________________

___________________________________________

membership@eaaev.org
1st Class
Postage

Here

Electric Auto Association
Membership Renewals
323 Los Altos, CA  95003-5248

$25 Student$35 USA & other Countries

$45 USA

$25 Senior (>65-USA/Canada only) birth year

$48 Canada $52 World $29 Student

$120 (supporting level-1)

$29 Senior (>65-USA/Canada only)

$240 (supporting level-2) $500 or more (high voltage)___________ do not list my name

($10each ) Additional Chapters or Special interest group (other than the one that comes with the membership)

New Member Renewal

Name email

Mailing address (Apt. #) Home phone

Work  phoneMailing City, State & Zip-8

Electronic version of Current EVents, paperless only, link sent by email,  if your membership was for the e-version, that is what you will receive

Do you own or Lease an electric vehicle (plug-in) production conversion bicycle hybrid or None

please include miles driven and type of vehicle

All information in this application is for the exclusive use of the EAA and not sold or given to any other organization.

Please identify your primary areas of interest relating to the EAA (check as many as your wish

Owner/Driver Hobby/Builder Professional/Business Competition (Rallies, Races, Records Plug-in Hybrids

Environmental/Govt. Regs Social (Rallies, Shows, Events New Technology & Research Solar & Wind Power

Promotion & Public Awareness of EVs Student or General Interest Electrathon/Bicycle/Scooter/Other

Current subscribers have borrowing privileges for the association’s video tape and publications library. Subscribing to the newsletter is optional and is not 
a requirement for membership. EVAOSD meetings are always open to any and all interested parties. New Subscribers, please use this form to register to 
receive the EVAOSD Newsletter. Current Subscribers, please use this form to send us any change in your details.

Please make check or money order payable to: EAA and reference EVAOSD. Send this form and 
payment to: Lloyd Rose, EVAOSD Treasurer; 2755 Dos Aarons Way, Suite A, Vista, CA 92081

EVAoSD Newsletter
2755 Dos Aarons Way, Suite A
Vista, CA 92081

Address Correction Requested
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First Last
Other Street
Other City, Other State Other ZIP

STAMP


