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ELECTRIC VEHICLE ASSOCIATION OF SAN DIEGO (EVAOSD)

An affiliate of the Electric Auto Association (EAA)
738 W. Washington Ave., Suite D, Escondido, CA 92025

Ph: (760) 670-3388 Fax: (760) 743-2006 Email: EVAOSD.Newsletter@DriveGasFree.com
Website: www.evaosd.com

Officers:
President: Joseph S. Gottlieb
Vice President: Wistar Rhoads
Treasurer: Lloyd Rose
Program Chairman: Joseph S. Gottlieb
Newsletter Editor:  Staff
Webmaster: Russ Lemon
Librarian & AV: Lloyd Rose
Regular Meetings: 4th Tuesday of every month 
(January thru November), at 7:00 
p.m.

Location: San Diego R.T.C. (Pearson Fuels), at 
4001 El Cajon, Blvd. and Interstate 15

Place: In the Auto-torium

Next Meeting: Tuesday, Jan. 27, 2008 @ 7:00 p.m.

Program: General EV Topics

Local News:
• Aptera is delayed until Oct. 09’. They 

say it is because they want to give their 
customers what they are asking for. 
They gave out a survey to potential 
customers and from that they are 

determined to change things. Things 
like being able to open the window at a 
drive-through. Let’s hope this delay and 
using surveys doesn’t end up with the 
car looking like a Toyota Camry when 
done.

• The Corvair Club of San Diego 
donated to Electra-City Motors a 1961 
Corvair Greenbriar to convert to 
electric. Obviously, the name “Green” 
briar, ironically, is perfect for an electric 
van. 

• Bob Van Gorder (Bob’s Auto 
Conversions) picked up the MG kit car 
from Electra-City Motors to complete. 
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Presidents Rant:
Hybrid-Schmibrid. Am I the only one that 
wants to stand up and shove the term 
hybrid right down the auto manufacturers 
throat? Oh wait, they are doing that to me! 
At the San Diego International Auto Show, I 
saw hybrid abominations everywhere. The 
theme was definately “green”, but the 
implementation has a lot to be desired. If 
big auto thinks they can just put a tiny 
electric motor with a few batteries on a 
giant gas guzzler and slap on a hybrid 
label, they have another thing coming. 
Then again, it seems like the public still 
wants their big vehicles without the ridicule. 
So the car companies are going to slap on 
the “HYBRID” label. Even if that Hybrid 
version only gains 1-2 MPH. 

My million dollar idea is to make chrome 
hybrid emblems so people can stick them 
on their cars and not feel guilty anymore.

History Corner:
The EV-1 wasn’t GM’s first go-around with 
electric vehicles. My Neighbor is President 
of the Corvair Club of San Diego and I 
asked him to keep an eye out for a car for 
me to convert. He called me up and started 
telling me a story about GM building an 
electric car (as if I didn’t know). I abruptly 
stopped him explaining that we all were 

very familar with the EV-1.He said to just 
listen. So I patiently heard a great story of 
an all electric car that had Silver-Zinc (also 
known as Silver Oxide) batteries. Had an 
80 mile range, top speed of 80 MPH, very 
aerodynamic and built in 1962!!! Turns out 
GM built an “Electrovair” which was a 
prototype electric car with specifications I 
would buy today! 

San Diego Auto Show:
The San Diego Auto Show was great! 
Thank you to everyone involved. As always 
a huge thank you to Bill and Lisa 
Hammons. Bill has many connections to 
the convention center and that made life for 
those showing vehicles much easier. I 
heard nothing but good things from people 
and a lot of good press. Even with gas 
prices low, people wanted to see the latest 
technologies and the coolest cars which led 
all of them ended up in our area. The most 
fun was overhearing two Ford execs saying 
our cars were toys and no one really wants 
to go electric. I then watched them try to 
swim around the crowd of people staring at 
the electric cars saying “This is so cool” and 
“See honey, if these guys can do it, why 
can’t big auto?”

Thanks again to all that 
participated!
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Inaugural Parade West (January 17, 2009)
By Roger Derryberry

Oh, oh, oh! It just gets better and better. Barona electric drag races, San Diego International Auto 
Show and now the Santa Monica Inaugural Parade organized by Alexandria Paul and her crew. The 
press was abundant. Featured speakers included Senator Fran Pavley, Chris Paine, Ed Kjaer director 
of EV transportation for Southern California Edison and others delivering to-the-point need and 
progress reports. Must not forget Chelsea Sexton, most notable EV gadfly of our time.
 
The weather could not have been more perfect to view and examine the variety of cars. Southern 
California Edison's Mitsubishi MiEV adequately appointed, maybe a bit warm on a hot day with big 
windshield glass but stylish and clean lines. Kim Adelman was there with his beautiful Plug-In Prius. 
AC Propulsion displayed their E-Box. I lost count of all the EV Rav 4s that were there.
The most impressive was the Nautilus E30 from the Port of Los Angeles, a massive  EV tractor for 
pulling containers.  The largest polluter in LA is listening. Talking with B Samra, CEO and engineer I 
found out that it took 250,000 lbs. to stall this tractor. Standing off to the side was the driver. OK tell 
me about it's actual use. His report was that everyone likes it. No rattling and vibration in the cab.  He 
said that no matter how careful  you are at the end of the day you smell like diesel when you handled 
diesel...but not with this workhorse.
 
Phoenix Motorcars brought two nice 4-door trucks 
with nice styling. The front end grill work looks too 
much like the Big Three, but hey, not everyone is 
the styling afficionado that I am. This truck stands 
a good chance in the marketplace.
Reliable Electric Vehicle Conversion Co. had a 
well thought out 4 wheel drive Jeep. The report is 
that it does better off road than on road...low 
speed, low amp, a real rock crawler for which it 
was designed.
 
Now for the ice cream, cake, candy bars and 
popsicles: Can you imagine being the middle of an ice cream sandwich between two Teslas? I am 
sure Electra Cutie's electrons were flowing with pride  (Our 1990 Miata conversion). Mine were, to 
have the luxury of spending the morning  carefully examining and comparing these wonderful 21st. 
century cars. I reveled in the style and detail. Unfortunately everything mechanical was covered and 
could not be seen. So who got the most attention? Electra Cutie with her trunk and hood up exposing 
what people wanted to see...the anatomy of an EV.
 
Left Coast Electric (Reverend Gadget, CEO and Chief Tech Dude) displayed an unbelievable Porsche 
Speedster kit car. I felt I was emersed in Brancusi and Henry Moore sculptures, clean smooth lines, 
sculptured cars , style, shape and form fit for any museum.
 
About the parade: We floated  silently south on Main St.to Ocean Park Blvd., right to Nielsen, North to 
Pico and right back to the Santa Monica Civic Auditorium.  A Santa Monica police motorcycle brigade 
blocked the cross traffic and escorted us. People stood in groups shouting and encouraging us on. 
Many thanked us for being who we are, the ones who are doing it, changing the world one EV at a 
time.



From the Treasurer: 
Electric Vespa Conversion (from Soundspeed Scooters)
Many of us (myself included) may not be a big fan of “Scooters”  BUT it seems like a cool 
idea to save the old classic scooters and make them electric ! 
And as much as some folks love vintage Vespa scooters, the noisy 2‐stroke gas powerplants 
that reside under the cowls are anything but environmentally friendly. On the other hand, 
we hate to see perfectly good vehicles that could otherwise offer reasonable transportation 
solutions scrapped if they are salvageable. What to do? How about converting the old Vespa 
and Lambretta scooters to electric? We like the sound of that, (or lack there of) and it turns 
out that there's already at least one company that's doing just that with a conversion kit. 
Included in the parts are a new swingarm, electric hub‐motor, 300 Amp Alltrax controller 
kit and a new rear brake cylinder. The motor provides 3000 watts of power on 60 volts, 
allowing for speeds of over 35 
miles per hour. The only bit 
that isn't listed on the 
ordering page is the battery 
pack, though there are 
certainly numerous options 
as far as that's concerned.   
Checkout the Soundspeed 
Scooter web site.

Also, this week the Vectrix 
electric maxi‐scooter has 
proven itself and the 
company has announced a 
smaller version of the ‘zero‐
emissions’  scooter.  The VX‐2 
is slightly smaller and likened performance to a 50cc scooter. Top speed is claimed at 30 
mph with a range of 45‐50 miles. The numbers don’t seem like anything new in the electric 
scooter world. Old EVT Yamaha Vino clone scooters  had similar speci]ications. The literal 
lingua franca scooter website, Scooter‐Station.com, has a photo posted and reports that the 
scooter will weigh in at over 400 lbs. Again nothing new in the weighty world of electric 
scooters.

In more inspiring news, Soundspeed Scooters in Seattle is offering a Lithium polymer 
battery pack for the EVT 168 and 4000e scooters. The Li polymer power plant is supposed 
to reduce the weight of the scooter by 100 lbs. We would imagine the battery could also 
make the proposition of their Electric Vespa conversion system a bit more attractive as well.

The two developments leave a shopper for a small electric scooter with two general 
choices. Neither choice is an inexpensive option with the Lithium version of the EVT 168 
coming in at around 4200.00 and the Vectrix VX‐2 at around 5200.00.  We can only think it 
will come down to choosing a novel chassis design with a heavy curb weight or a slightly 
more svelte scooter with dated, less inspiring design approach.  Just personal 
opinions….beauty and function are in the eye of the beholder.  Cheers.
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EV Quick Tips:
TIP: Make sure your tires are load rated for the new load of batteries you are putting in them. 
Most truck tires are not only load rated for the heavier weight, but they can also be run at a 
higher tire pressure usually giving them a lower rolling resistance. 

TIP: Make sure the fuses you use are rated for not only the current, but also the voltage. Fuses 
have two elements to their protection. One is blowing at a certain current level. The other is 
containing the blast when they do blow. If you use a fuse that has too low a voltage rating,  
when it does blow, it can shatter the fuse causing glass, plastic, and/or metal flying into 
something or someone. 

Upcoming EVents:
I have created a new Yahoo Group for the EV club. It can keep us in touch with a message 
board system and a calender. So please sign up and start posting. Pictures, messages, files, 
everything to make it a great group. http://groups.yahoo.com/groups/evaosd

For Sale:
• 1998 Chevy S-10 Electric (an EV 

Production Model, not an EV 
conversion)

Mileage: 40,300, With Access OK 
Stickers, Outstanding condition with 
tons of extras, Only 56 or so in 
existence, Battery Range: --35 miles 
on hilly San Francisco and freeway 
drivingm 40 to 45 miles with flat city 
terrain, driven conservatively, Plenty of 
pictures at: http://gallery.me.com/
jwwilsonmd#100085

Price:  $19,900 or highest bid  (includes all upgrades and accessories)
Contact: John Wilson at Wilsonofsf@aol.comor 415-279-4670

• 2006 ZAP Xebra PK Truck
I have a Xebra PK truck leftover from my ZAP dealership days. 
Top speed is 35MPH, range is 25 Miles. Batteries are in good 
condition and I have a few extra batteries to go with. It has a 
solar panel on top and you can still gets parts from the 
Manufacturer. It is out of warranty. I am asking $6,500. Itʼs a 
great deal if you want a little faster than NEV speed micro-truck. 

Contact: Joseph Gottlieb at Joseph@DriveGasFree.com or 
760-670-3388
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EVAOSD Newsletter (Charged Up) is Monthly, covering San Diego County and Southern 
California Subscription rates: $12.50 per year ($15 foreign, via sea mail) Additional newsletter 
items can be found on the E-newsletter at www.evaosd.com
 
EAA Newsletter (Current EVents) is a Bi-monthly newsletter of the Electric Auto Association
Subscription rates: $39 per year ($45 foreign), includes a subscription to the EVAOSD 
Newsletter. Please send directly to EAA using form found at membership@eaaev.org and 
indicate EVAOSD or San Diego Region

Current subscribers have borrowing privileges for the association’s video tape and publications library.
Subscribing to the newsletter is optional and is not a requirement for membership.

EVAOSD meetings are always open to any and all interested parties.
New Subscribers, please use this form to register to receive the EVAOSD Newsletter.

Current Subscribers, please use this form to send us any change in your details.

PLEASE PROVIDE ALL INFORMATION AS YOU WANT IT TO APPEAR FOR MAILING

(Please print clearly.)

NAME

Title(optional)  
Company (optional)  
Address 1  
Address 2  
City  
State  
Zip   

____________ ________________ _ _____________Home Phone (optional) (  )   -  
____________ ________________ _ _____________Work Phone (optional) (  )   -  
____________ ________________ _ _____________Cell Phone (optional) (  )   -  

Email address  
Please make check or money order payable to: EAA and reference EVAOSD. Send this form and 
payment to: Lloyd Rose, EVAOSD Treasurer; 738 W. Washington Ave., Suite D, Escondido, CA 92025

EVAoSD Newsletter
738 W. Washington Ave., Suite D
Escondido, CA 92025

Address Correction Requested

First Middle Last

STAMP

First Last
Other Street
Other City, Other State Other ZIP
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