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One Link Short of a Full Chain - 
Cycle Conversion 
By Michael Kadie 

 

I've been wanting to make an electric motorcycle for a 

while now and I had the motor, controller, and batteries 

from the SSICMic to salvage so while we were between 

jobs and waiting to move into the studio Stuntman 

Aaron found us a used bike to convert and The SSIcle 

was started: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We got everything important fabricated and hooked up 

and found out that the chain we had was one link short 

of being able to stretch to hook up to the motor.  We 

went to the close motorcycle shop that was open on 

Sunday and found they wanted $160 for a full chain.   

Continued on page 5...  

Officers:  

President:  Joseph Gottlieb 

Vice President:  Wistar Rhoads 

Treasurer:  Lloyd Rose 

Program Chairman: Joseph Gottlieb 

Newsletter Editor: Manny Gomez 

Webmaster:  Russ Lemon 

Librarian & AV:  Lloyd Rose 

Regular Meetings: 4
th
 Tuesday of every month 

(January thru November), at 7:00 pm, 

Location: San Diego R.T.C. (Pearson Fuels), at 4001 

El Cajon Blvd. and Interstate 15 

Place: In the Autotorium 

Next meeting: Tuesday, May 27, 2008 @ 7:00 p.m. 

Program: New President will propose changes. 
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M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  P R E S I D E N T  

The presidentôs rant 

  

ñUnfortunately, the auto industry has consistently failed to build and sell a truly marketable electric car. They were either too 

expensive or too weak on the road ð or too often both; and back in those halcyon days when our chief climate fear was a new ice 

age, low gas prices made electric cars unnecessary.ò Bryan Walsh, Time Magazine (Jun. 13, 2008). ăLOOK AT THAT DATE 

  

These statements from mass media have always been a thorn in the electric car side. As president of the EAA, I hope to keep 

pushing the correct information and the right message about electric vehicles. I ask all of you to do the same. Do your homework. 

Read the history. Spread the word. The whole discussion of electric cars repeats itself in a cyclic fashion with the same statements 

being made over and over. With gas prices the way they are, they are now listening. 

  

On the brighter side: Once again, every major auto manufacturer is talking about electric or hybrid drives. Every major 

manufacturer is hyping alternative energy solutions. The same solutions they already presented us years ago. This time people are 

angry enough at gas prices to scream for change. This time the economy is in jeopardy if gas keeps going up this rapidly. This time 

we will buy them. They are not talking about it because of CARB. They are talking about it because of the PEOPLE. 

  

A bit of wit from a nitwit (by Joseph S. Gottlieb) 

  

I would like to describe the 5 phases of gasoline withdrawal for those who are just starting to enter this group of pioneers. 

  

Phase 1 ï ñI canôt believe itôs not butterò You get a euphoric sensation driving around on something a pink bunny with a drum 

promotes. You go into this phase with a lot of stress, wondering where your next charge is going to come from.  

Typical response when passing a gas station ï beep of the horn and a wave. 

  

Phase 2 ï ñHolier than thouò. You drive around with your nose very much higher than the gas spewing masses (mainly to keep 

from gagging on the smell).  

Typical response when passing a gas station ï beep of the horn and giving a pointy finger laugh 

  

Phase 3 ï ñAngerò. Wondering why people donôt join you in the ñrightò thing to do. You ask yourself angrily ñWhy donôt these 

people get it and want to get off gas?ò  

Typical response when passing a gas station ï beep of the horn and a salute with your middle finger 

  

Phase 4 ï ñDepressionò. Figuring your alone amongst a sea of fuel. Thinking there is no way one person can make a difference. 

Feeling your voice go unheard and wondering why you even bother. You might even be tempted to stop driving electric and go 

back to a gas car. 

Typical response when passing a gas station ïSmiling awkwardly at those who seem to be the in the norm. Not being able to relate 

to them about their gas woes. Even getting a good feeling when you hear the roar of a 427 engine (itôs ok, itôs not your fault).  

  

Phase 5 ï ñAcceptanceò. You finally figure out itôs the government, big oil, and the auto industry your angry at. You accept that 

society has built itself on gasoline and that change is going to be slow and painful, but there will come a day of change. 

Typical response when passing a gas station ï Just a smile and enjoy the internal gratifying feeling of doing something right and a 

touch of sadness for those less fortunate that are the ones really hurt by high gas prices. 

Joseph S. Gottlieb  

President  

Electra -City Motors  

738 W. Washington Ave. Suite D  

Escondido, CA 92025  

760 -670 -3388  

joseph@electracitymotors.com 

http://www.electracitymotors.com 

 

mailto:joseph@electracitymotors.com
http://www.electracitymotors.com/
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M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  T R E A S U R E R  

Editorial by Lloyd Rose 

 

SolarTaxi World Tour is Coming to the United 

States 

 

I wanted to repeat this announcement in case 

people have not heard or been aware that this 

event has been taking place, (and also because I 

have a soft place in my heart for Reverse Trike 

vehicles .)    

Swiss adventurer Louis Palmer, who is driving 

around the world in his three-wheeled, solar-

powered SOLARTAXI EV will be arriving in 

North America at the end of June.  The round-the-

world tour started in Lucerne, Switzerland, in July 

2007, and will finish there later this year after a 

swing through Maroc and Western Europe. 

The Solartaxi is an electric trike (two wheels up 

front, one in the rear) with a five-meter solar 

trailer covered with 6 m2 of solar cells generating 

850W.  The car and the trailer each have a 14kWh 

Zebra (sodium nickel chloride) battery pack.  If 

Solartaxi is driving slowly, the trailer also charges 

the battery, but on normal driving, the solar power 

goes directly to the motor.   

With fully grid-charged batteries and a clear, 

sunny day, the Solartaxi has a range of 400km: 

without the sun, a range of 300km; without the 

trailer, 200km; and without an overnight grid-

charge, about 100 km from the power of the 

trailer alone.   

To make up the difference between consumption 

and power generated by the trailer, the Solartaxi 

grid-charges, and the Solartaxi team offsets 

electricity consumed by feeding power generated 

by a 6,000 kWh/year stationary solar power 

system on a rooftop in Berne, Switzerland, into 

the grid.   

The Solartaxi uses a Servax motor, and the power 

electronics come from Rockwell and AERL in 

Australia. 

So far, Solartaxi, which is currently in South 

Korea after traversing China, has covered 26 

countries and 32,000 km.  By the end, after 18 

months of driving, it will have traveled to at least 

40 countries and 45,000 km. (Pretty impressive!) 

 

 
 

  

 

The Solartaxi team is looking for help in setting 

up events or presentations on the North American 

and Western European tour.  They are planning to 

travel a route through Vancouver, Los Angeles, 

Phoenix, Chicago, Toronto, Montreal, New York 

and Washington D.C.  Anyone with interest can 

send an email to berlin@solartaxi.com or visit 

www.solartaxi.com/mission/join-invite/.  

  

(Just so EVAOSD knowsé I have sent emails 

and invited the Solartaxi team to visit San Diego, 

and better yet an EVAOSD meeting.   I will let 

you know if I get any responseé nothing at this 

time .  )   

I think that Louis Palmer and his Solartaxi team 

and sponsors deserve a great deal of respect for 

taking on and accomplishing such grand 

undertaking.   

S P E C I A L  A N N O U N C E M E N T S  

1) Wistar is looking for someone proficient in 

Quickbooks. If anyone is and needs a job in Ramona, 

please contact wistar.rhoads@kta-ev.com 

 

2) Anyone proficient at writing grants is needed to 

help a few of us with different projects. Please contact 

joseph@DriveGasFree.com 

 

3) New EVs (in our group) on the road: 

 Mike Hilgendorf has his electric Suzuki 

Sidekick on the road. He is using a DCP Raptor 

1200A controller, ADC 9" Motor, Deka GEL batteries 

(156V) and a Zivan Chager. Way to go Mike! 

 

 Minh will be presenting his vehicle at the July 

meeting. It's a real show stopping, sleek design, only a 

creative man on a mission could create. 

 

4) Safety tip from Joseph: If you value your fingers, 

don't use a steel tape measurer or a caliper to measure 

the distance between battery posts. It seems funny, but 

I have heard 3 people this month do exactly that. 

Luckily, they all escaped with minor burns and no 

missing digits. 

 

5) Cruisin' Grand in Escondido has invited us to show 

our electric cars at their event. We are working too see 

which friday would work best for all and how many 

cars we can show. Let's try to show them a big 

presence and show those gas hoggin' hot rods they can 

go green and be just as sweet a ride.  

 

 

mailto:berlin@solartaxi.com
http://www.solartaxi.com/mission/join-invite/
mailto:wistar.rhoads@kta-ev.com
mailto:joseph@DriveGasFree.com
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M E S S A G E  F R O M  B I L L  

  

 I am back; well not exactly but our new president Joseph 

Golltieb has asked me to continue to write some comments 

for the monthly newsletter. I will keep my comments short 

and to the point so that there will be room for another 

prospective. 

 

I must start with kudos to the new slate of officers as 

EVAOSD is entering a new phase of growth even the 

newsletter now has a name and ñCharged Upò seems 

fitting with a fresh approach. 

 

A really huge item is being invited to show our EVs at the 

San Diego Convention Center and we had our 2
nd

 show in 

6 months during the Energy Showcase hosted by SDG&E. 

Mark Hardy, Mary Lou Long, Roger Derryberry, Michael 

Colburm, Dave Grove, Michael Kadie, Joseph Gottlieb, 

Bob Van Gorder, Karen Priban, Lee Campbell and Joel 

Pointon were all represented. 

 
Then Lisa and I went to the National Clean Cities 

Convention in Las Vegas and we saw Karen Pribanôs solar 

assisted NEV again. 

 
San Diego EVs seem to be EVerywhere! 

 

 

 

Staying on topic our granddaughter recently took us to 

Washington D.C. and I planned our trip during the Power 

of D.C. and the Jr. Solar Sprints. There is just something 

about silent fast and clean cars that are 98% lead. During 

the Power of D.C. San Diego was represented well with 6 

people and 2 vehicles that participated in the Electric 

Draginô. We had a great time with likeminded EVôers 

from 8+ different states and brought back 3 trophies. The 

anti-EV vortex seems to follow these EVents and rain on 

our fun but we had a good time with 144 autocross runs 

and a least 2 NEDRA records. Info is available at 

www.Powerofdc.com. The other EVent that we attended 

was the Jr. Solar Sprints where over 60 EVs from MD, 

VA & DC.  

 
Future drives build their cars, what a concept! 

 

Meanwhile back in San Diego much has been going on. 

Abràn Quevedo has installed two 120V packs in his EV 

and it is better than ever. Just as the C2EC2T EV 

Conversion Workshop is filled we get a report that last 

years student Ken has completed the NC State S-10 

Electruck. 

 

Jim Waite is starting his 2
nd

 conversion; 13 years ago Jim 

shipped his tranny and flywheel to Texas to have an 

adaptor plate made. Now days we can order and ship an 

adaptor plate; but Jim wants to go local and have his plate 

made here so he is working on getting machine shop 

contacts. Jim will be adapting an ADC 9ò motor to a ô95 

BMW 318i w/5 speed. 

 

Dan Wolfson just had his Vectrix recalled and they asked 

for a note if anything else needed attention. Dan scored 2 

new side panels to replace ones that had been scratched. 

Vectrix is supporting their product and early adopters.  

 

Let me know if I can report something for you. 

 

 

 

http://www.powerofdc.com/
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GA SH O L E  RE P O R T  

F R O M  PA U L  M A R S H A L L  

A Barrel of Oil went up to $139.00 this month, 
and now is at $134.00. The Average price for 
regular unleaded is $4.60a gallon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One Link Short of a Full Chain - Cycle 
Conversion  

Continued from page 1... 

So we went to a used motorcycle shop on Tuesday 

and got a new rear sprocket for $20 that was the 

same pitch as all the parts I had left over from the 

SSICMic and got back to work. 

 

Midway Pictures 

 

  

 

 

Stuntman Aaron on SSI-cle 

 

 

  
Aaron complains that the chain is too loud and I tell 
him to save it for the next bike we do.  The bike has 
not quite 20 hp, fixed gear ration, forward and reverse 
(courtesy of the motor controller) accelerates pretty 
good to at least 45 mph (we drove the bike up and 
down the two blocks in front of my house, we put 1.6 
mile on her the first time out in those 2 blocks) we 
estimate her top speed to be 70 mph.  She can climb 
OK, but doesn't have the torque to jump the curb from 
a stop.  We are thinking about adding a transmission 
for the low end power, but she is a LOT of fun to drive 
as is. 

  Contact Michael 

Kadie @  comments@ssinc.us 


