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The President’s Message 
 
For the October EVAOSD Meeting we found ourselves 
in the middle of a firestorm and there was a heavy haze 
both figuratively and literally; what to do and how to 
cope seemed to be rhetorical questions. So early 
Monday morning before our “Ring of Fire” was 
national news I sent out an email FLASH saying that 
we should care for family and neighbors and that we 
would survive together for another meeting in 
November.  I went on to say that I would go down to 
our meeting place the San Diego EcoCenter and receive 
those that might show up on Tuesday evening as not 
everybody is on email.  I did hear from several that 
called to see if there was going to be a meeting and I 
told them to stay home that I would go down and cover 
so someone would not show up to an empty meeting. 
Well to my surprise there were 15 people at the October 
Meeting and all seemed to be relieved that they could 
be away from the 24/7 T.V. coverage of houses burning 
down. The EcoCenter was closed as were most 
businesses so we gathered by the door and Clayton’s 
Ranger EV and actually had a good meeting with 
smaller numbers we were able to get into more depth 
and deeper discussions that with the larger group. 

We had two that had been evacuated and two that taken 
in family that had left their homes.  Paul Dunne 
commented that at a time like what we were 
experiencing dogs, cats and birds are family too.  I trust 
that our EVAOSD family and associates are back on 
the road to recovering and some normalcy in you daily 
lives.  I will make an effort to list our discussion later in 
this newsletter under our November ’07 San Diego 
EVAOSD News listing. 
 
We have a lot of good things happening and you know 
that is what I am going to focus on, so let’s get rolling. 
Saturday Dave Stall is donating a two hour Radio Show 
so we can tell the world our EV story and believe me 
that the world is listening, because I told them the inter-
net connection – so bring it and get ready you short 
stories because two hours flies by quickly. 
 
Yes, we do have a November meeting and it is 
EVertything I said in last month’s newsletter Mr. Q. 
and Jon K. will be sharing their clutch-less design. 
 

I look forward to seeing you at our meetings, perhaps in 
an EV.  Be safe and FUEL good. 
 

   Bill Hammons, President EVAOSD
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11/24/07 1 to 3 p.m. Radio Show Featuring Electric-drive. 
www.you-auto-know.com  
 
11/27/07 EVAOSD Meeting 
 
12/2-5/07 EVS 23 in Anaheim, CA   www.evs23.org  
 

12/26-30 San Diego Auto Show 
 
1/22/08 EVAOSD Meeting Electric Dragin’ Final Plans 
 
1/25/08 Barona Drag Strip Move-In 
 
1/26-27/08 Electric Dragin’ EVent 
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Membership to EAA & EVAOSD just got better.  YES, Everything is going up with higher cost except for membership to our group.  
EAA (which includes EVAOSD membership) has started a student/senior membership category for $25 per year; that is a reduction 
from $34 per year for many of us.  And your EVAOSD is still held to the original fees of the 1990s except it includes membership 
benefits with SDRCCC (San Diego Regional Clean Cities Coalition).  So join today and start saving while you are supporting EV. 

Note that checks or PayPal payments for EVAOSD need  to be made out to EAA with memo 
indicating that funds are intended for EVAOSD.  Our  day-to-day function stays the same EAA 
is helping with our banking and non-profit status. 

To prepare this newsletter we use items that we find on the internet and to share the knowledge. 
In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, this material is distributed without profit to those  
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving the included information for research and 
educational purposes.  

EVAOSD Gives Thanks to all that help us down the road… 
Turn by turn we appreciate your experience and support throughout the year as we drive into the future. 
Thanks to the EVAOSD Steering Committee for all of their hard work and planning. 
Thanks to Dave Stall, Jeff Tarlton and Bob Chabot for donating a 2 hr. Radio Show devoted to E-drive. 
We appreciate Jon Karanopoulos for San Diego High School Auto Shop Area for our E-drive Radio Show. 
Thank you for your contribution to our success so we can charge ahead. 
�

Have a safe and happy holiday season and we will meet again in 2008. 
 
 
 



 
November ’07 San Diego EVAOSD-news: 
  The San Diego EV community meets often to 
discuss EVerything imaginable about electric-drive 
and what we could be doing.  This is a list of what the 
San Diego EV community has actually done since our 
last EVAOSD October newsletter:  
  This list is EVAOSD’s contribution towards 
advancing our mutual success with our journey 
towards our individual energy independence with our 
transportation needs.  Among all of the negative news 
and delays that we face everyday we are working 
towards a balance with our positive contributions to 
advance our electric-drive projects. 
  Since our last newsletter we attended the AltCar 
Expo in Santa Monica. Actually Keith Vansickle got 
a booth for EVAOSD & Electric Dragin’. This put the 
entire Steering Committee into action Manny Gomez 
had already built an impressive website for the 
Electric Dragin’ and he went to work printing 
business card size CD to pass out. Joseph Gottlieb 
loaned a large monitor and Michael Kadie loaned his 
computer so we had the best cards and the only video 
in the whole exhibit hall. Then Keith Vansickle 
finished out our booth with Tom Boyle’s BugE. 

 
  Michael Kadie being the Extreme Street Legal 
NHDRA record holder for both ¼ & 1/8 mile tracks 
had a booth. 

  
  Frank Trejo of Powerstride Batteries had a booth. 
  And when Kim Adelman drove up to attend the Expo he 
was drafted in the parking lot and was answering 
questions for the two days. 

 
  So San Diego was represented well during the AltCar 
Expo with many EVAOSD members coming up to see 
such as Manny manning the booth with Dave Cutter, 
Lloyd Rose, Minh Duong, Tom Boyle & Jim Bohorquez 
helping out. Several San Diego members and Prius Club 
members came by and gave their support. 
  We arrived back just in time for the Family Day of Solar 
Week on Sunday, October 21. Lee Campbell had his solar 
assist S-10 and Joseph Gottlieb had his solar assist Xebra 
pickup on display.  



 
 

 
  Dan Wolfson had his Vectrix Maxi-Scooter and Joel 
Pointon was displaying the SDG&E newly converted 
PHEV.  
  Linda Irish NOW has the one and only Twike 
and she is bringing it to the EVAOSD meeting. 
  UCSD is planning a Clean Car Event on January 
31, 2008 with their nationwide Global Warming 
teach-in. 
 

 
  As I was leaving the Solar Event I met Josh Price of 
REC Solar, Inc. who was demonstrating solar slot 
cars and really impressing the kids including me; just 
a great demonstration of solar and transportation. 
  Lisa and I left early as we could tell that there was a 
fire in the area and on the way out we saw Jim 
Bohorquez coming in. 
  Driving home the smoke got thick and heavy and 
later that evening the local news media started their 
24/7 news on the fires.   
  During the October Meeting Schedule we found 
ourselves in a ring-of-fire if you listened to the 
mesmeric 24/7 live news reports. Before 8 a.m. on 

Monday morning I sent out an email FLASH telling all 
that the October EVAOSD meeting was off and to take 
care of family and neighbor; I also confirmed that I 
would go down and meet with anyone that came to the 
meeting so that someone would not come to an empty 
meeting.  It was dark early and no it was not due to 
daylight-saving-time the skies were filled with smoke and 
businesses were closed for the week with many people 
loosing their homes.  Who would come to an EVAOSD 
Meeting in all of this?  Well there were 15 people some 
that got the message and came anyway; some evacuated 
and some help friends and family that had been 
evacuated.  The consensus was to have a meeting and just 
get away form the watching all of this destruction on the 
news.  
  We sat outside and had a good meeting with time for 
everybody to participate in the smaller group and we 
were able to get more in-depth with our discussions.  It 
was a good break from the crisis.  
  I trust that our EV community is back to the recovery 
stage and getting their daily lives together. 
  Paul Dunne reported that he was working with Dave 
Grove to convert a Rabbit into an EV as his first project 
and that he was busy preparing the car by removing the 
I.C.E. and appurtenances.  
Paul Marshall told of his Cadillac conversion that he 
is working on with Bob Van Gorder ordering two 
front wheel motors with chain-drive gears to move 
this “big” car around. 
  Verne Hildebrand spoke about discussions with 
Victor Wok about his in-wheel motor design.  

 

  You may recall Minh Doung framework for his car 
literally from the ground up.  Minh reports that the 
foam core shape of the body is done and that the 



 
fiberglass will be laid this month. 
www.flickr.com/photos/mpduong/ for more information.  

 

 
 

View mpduong's map  
Taken in (See more photos here) 

 

  Tom Boyle and his wife came by share their 
BugE story and EV projects. 
  Jeremy and Isabella joined in new to the EV 
community and wanting information. 
  Clayton Becker shared his EV Ranger as the 
meeting concluded. 
  Keith Vansickle scored 2 small EVs that he is in 
the process of restoring. 

 
  Joseph Gottlieb showed his solar pickup again at 
the Ramona Fitness Center for children of 
displaced families from the fires. 

  
  Bob Van Gorder lead the EV parade to the car show 
with Mary Lou’s “Electra Cutie”, his Cony and 
Joseph’s Zap pickup. 

 
 
Michael Kadie opened the “You-Auto-Know” Radio 
Show with his Extreme Street Legal EV story.  

 



 
Michael has plenty to talk about with 2SSIC being 
featured in a NY Times article about “Electric 
Cars” on November 25. 
  SSI-Racing.com is announcing that their first 10 
cars will be Shelby American 427 Cobra’s from 
HST Automotive.  The prototype will be shown at 
EVS23 & the San Diego Auto Show.  
  David Grove’s ’33 Rolls Royce conversion was 
so fast that Bob Van Gorder had to go back and 
add more brakes; they are adding four-wheel air 
brakes. 
  We purchased business card size CD that Manny 
has loaded for advertising our Electric Dragin’ 
EVent. 
  Keep in mind upcoming EAA Board Elections 
and nominations for awards this year. 

Dr. Rob Wilder was able to do a test-drive as a future 
Tesla owner 11/19 in Malibu and now he has the cap.  

 
Daniel Myggen is working on setting up a Vectrix on 
December 10 or 11 at the EcoCenter; we may have 
info by EVA meeting. 
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