
��������������������������������������������������� ��������������������	
��
�������������������������� ���������������������������������
����������������� �

�

�����������	�����
�����
���
�����

����������
���� �

�����������	�
����	��
����������������������������� �������
��	������������ !������"���"�#�$�%&��%'���" ("�
�)���*�+	!� ��	�����	  $� +++�	,�
 ��-
. �

����-	� $�
����������  ����!������� 
������"���#��  !������$���%� �%&��� '�'%�('%���)�

�&������������ *��� ������+%�%�� 
������"���#�� *���� �$����%����%���� (�)%),,%(��'�
-��������� .����/����� #���������#�� /����%*%.������$� �������%���%���� �(�%��,%�)0)�
���"����#+�������  ����!������� 
������"���#��  !����� �$���%��%&��� '�'%�('%���)�
�����������	������  ����!������� 
������"���#��  !���� ��$���%��%&��� '�'%�('%���)�
1��������� .����/����� #���������#�� /����%*%.������$� �������%���%���� �(�%��,%�)0)�
/���������2��3
� 4�5���-������ #���������#�� 6�5��7��" ��7������$��+��%&��� �(�%'�0%)�')�
� � � � �
�	/0����1		���/ $� ( �� ��0	 ��2�
��	,	�2�.
�����3��0��2����0��
,	.!	�������%$���4.���


-���
�$� ����*�	/
���������#	�� 
��5��������(���������6
��7�, ����������	� ���	��'�
#��-	$� In the Autotorium �
�	8��1		���/$� �0	 ��2��1�2��������%�9��%�4�.�����	�( �� ��0	 ��2 ��
�
4�-$� �)�7���	��	 �!2�:���;���
.�#
+	� ����	�7���	�2��
����-� ��*���<�� �2���
.������7���	�2�

�
������3�.���
.4 
����
.�*� -
,	��7���	��	 ��
�
�

The President’s Message 
 
Our April EVAOSD meeting was another night to get 
charged-up about EV. Abràn Quevedo gave a 
presentation on his EV conversion workshops that 
will be held in downtown San Diego this summer.  
Many of the 52 in attendance have either attended 
the last workshop or are planning on attending this 
summer’s C2EC2T workshops with more 
information available for the 2nd class at 
http://home.att.net/~NCSDCA/EVAoSD/Summer0
7Workshop.pdf. 
 
During the 10 days before our April meeting we had 
four Car Shows and a Parade of twenty-five vehicles.  
A special thanks to EVerybody that participated by 
either show your EV, volunteering as needed and for 
your support during these EVents.  I know that during 
this time of year with Earth Day and higher gasoline 
prices that our activity is overwhelming; but your 
efforts keeps our group charging ahead and we keep 
growing and growing or is it going and going? 
 

Just when I think that our activity is going to start 
leveling off another EVent comes up that seems to be 
more important that the last. California Air Resources 
Board (CARB) is having a Public Meeting in San 
Diego to discuss the Zero Emissions Vehicle (ZEV) 
Program that is expected to be revised October, 2007. 
 The ZEV program has been an important component 
for electric-drive during the last decade and I expect 
that the revised program will shape transportation for 
our future.  Many significant elect-drive leaders and 
their distinguish vehicles will be attending this meeting 
to hear the Expert Panel Review in anticipation of the 
final ruling later this year. I encourage you to 
participate in this meeting and if you are able to bring 
an EV to the meeting this would be better. 
 
For our May meeting we will be discussing several 
aspects of the ZEV Report and batteries that are 
available to us in San Diego. Frank is putting together 
some special handout data sheets for batteries. 

 
I look forward to seeing you at our meetings, perhaps in 
an EV.  
 

   Bill Hammons, President EVAOSD
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5/18/07 Bike-to-Work Day 
 
5/17-28/07 Street Smart San Diego 
http://www.energycenter.org/EventsDetail.asp?EventDate
=5/18/2007&EventID=659&Rec=1  
 
5/22/07 EVAOSD Meeting; U.S. Battery Co. 
 
5/24-25/07 CARB Public Meeting; ZEV Expert Panel 
Report; San Diego, CA 
 

6/8/07 SDRCFC Meeting – Climate Change 
 
6/16 & 17 Enviro Fair at the San Diego County Fair 
 
7/2 -13/07 & 7/30-8/10/07 Commuter Conversion Electric 
Car Class for Teachers (C2EC2T) an EV Conversion 
Workshop 
http://home.att.net/~NCSDCA/EVAoSD/EVworkshopfly
er2007.pdf 
 
10/3/07 National AFV Day Odyssey 
 
12/2-5/07 EVS 23 in Anaheim, CA   www.evs23.org  

 
You may be interested to know that San Diego Energy  Office has changed their name to the Center for 
Sustainable Energy California effective this month.  
SAVE THE DATE:  Thursday, May 17, 5:30 to 7:30 pm, The Prado Ballroom, Balboa Park 
Join Environmental Activist & Actor Ed Begley, Jr ., (www.livingwithed.net), Elected Officials and Business Leaders from 
throughout San Diego for a cocktail reception to discuss "Street Smart  Transportation:  Alternative Fuel Vehicles & 
Their Promise for A Sustainable Energy Future." 
 
The fund raiser will benefit the Center for Sustainable Energy California Energy Independence in Transportation  
programs.  Tickets are $125 per person.   Info:  858-244-1177 
 
An EVAOSD partner, the Center for Sustainable Energy California is a 501(c)3 non profit corporation dedicated to promoting the 
adoption of clean, reliable, renewable, efficient and sustainable technologies and energy practices.  

Note that checks or PayPal payments for EVAOSD need  to be made out to EAA with memo 
indicating that funds are intended for EVAOSD.  Our  day-to-day function stays the same EAA is 
helping with our banking and non-profit status. 

To prepare this newsletter we use items that we find on the internet and to share the knowledge. 
In accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107, this material is distributed without profit to those 
who have expressed a prior interest in receiving the included information for research and educational 
purposes.  

EVAOSD Gives Thanks to all that help us down the road… 
Dedicated people like you are EVAOSD’s greatest asset. We appreciate your support and extra efforts… 
Thanks to Russ Lemon and Kevin Taylor for donating equipment & time to meeting presentations. 
EVeryone that is supporting our Street Smart San Diego by volunteering and/or your attendance. 
Thanks to Mary Lou Long for her contribution for the May EVAOSD Newsletter expenses. 
The following members & associates that are “Taking Turns” with updates that is not in the mainstream media. 
 
 



 

        
 

CALLING ALL  AFV CARS TO MAKE A POSITIVE STATEMENT  
THAT WE WANT FUEL EFFICIENT VEHICLES NOW!   

 
What:  AFV Demonstration showing that California stakeholders support: clean air; fuel efficiency; and the plug.  If you are 

able to attend this important meeting in an AFV we ask that everyone parks together in a manner to show our support for 
Clean Transportation. 

 
When: Thursday, May 24, 2007 from 7:00 a.m. to 9 a.m.  For local news coverage. 
 May 24, 2007 at 9 a.m. & May 25, 2007 at 8 a.m. For Public Meetings.  
 
Where: San Diego Marriott Del Mar, 11966 Camino Real, San Diego, CA 92130.  Parking is available in the AFV area which is on 

the 2nd floor of the Parking Garage. This area is outside where the cars can be clearly seen.  We are expecting the vehicles 
and individuals that you have been reading about from all over California.  Note that participants will be attending the CARB 
Public Meetings and not standing by their cars. 

 
Who:  AC Propulsion www.acpropulsion.com 

Central Texas Clean Cities www.ci.austin.tx.us/cleancities/ 
Electric Automobile Association www.eaaev.org 
Electric Vehicle Association of San Diego www.evaosd.com  
Plug In America www.pluginamerica.com   
Plug In Partners www.pluginpartners.org  
Prius Club San Diego www.priusclub.sandiego@cox.net  
Village Energy www.villageebike.com and YOU.  

 
Why:  California Air Resources Board (CARB) is holding a Public Meeting in San Diego 

http://www.arb.ca.gov/board/ma/2007/ma052407.htm to consider a Status Report on the Zero Emission Vehicle (ZEV) 
Program.   

 
How: California Stakeholders want clean alternative fuel vehicles now and we are depending on CARB to demand CLEAN AIR, 

FUEL EFFICIENCY and the PLUG from automobile suppliers to the California market.  Our goal is to advance electric-
drive with a plug. 

 

          
 
This is an opportunity to see Electric Vehicles and Plug-in Hybrids such as the eBox from AC Propulsion.  
While you are there park you EV or hybrid in our AFV Area help show that Californians drive and support 
Clean Transportation. 
 
Stacy Neef of Central Texas Clean Cities proudly announces that their Rebate Program Started April 2 and that 
they have already started issuing funds. http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/cleancities/electricvehiclerebate.htm for more 
information. 
 



Discover Battery Company * May Meeting Topic 
 
Clean & Green EV Traction Dry Cell  Batteries  
Discover´s EV Traction Dry Cell Battery line 
includes many types of non-spillable valve-
regulated batteries for: 
Mobility and Home Medical Equipment (HME) 
Broadband and Cable TV (CATV) 
Uninterruptible Power Supplies (UPS) and 
Telecommunication 
Photovoltaic, Solar and Renewable Energy 
Electronic and Security 
Marine and RV 
Golf and Electric Vehicle 
Aerial Lifts and Fork Lifts 
Floor Machines 
Robotics 
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EV World.com  The 1st of over 1,000 EV conversions for Mexico City   
PHOTO CAPTION: Nissan Sentra/Tsuru conversion numero uno is a 1997 model acquired to demonstrate the 
feasibility of converting one of the most popular vehicles in Mexico to electric drive. Herman Fuchs' (visible in 
background to the right with arms folded) company received the car from Boston on a Thursday, completely 
stripped it, refurbished and repainted it in just two days. This photo was taken Sunday afternoon, May 6, 2007. 
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THE OPPENHEIMER REPORT 
Record gasoline prices great news for U.S. 

By ANDRES OPPENHEIMER 
aoppenheimer@MiamiHerald.com  

 
LAWRENCE JACKSON/AP  
House Energy and Commerce Committee member Rep. Bart 
Stupak, D-Mich., right, and House Judiciary Chairman Rep. 
John Conyers, D-Mich., announced that they are submitting 
legislation to prevent price gauging at the gas pump. 
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Hurrah! Great news! When I filled up my car's gas tank yesterday, I paid an all-time record $3.41 a gallon, and experts are predicting 
that gasoline prices may soon reach $4 a gallon.  I can't wait! 

I'm not kidding. I am more convinced than ever that unless gasoline prices rise above $4 a gallon, there won't be a nationwide uproar 
strong enough to force Washington to get serious about reducing the U.S. suicidal dependence on foreign oil. 

Barring $4-a-gallon gasoline prices, America will not get serious about reducing toxic emissions that worsen global warming, and will 
continue to fund corrupt Middle Eastern kingdoms that deny basic civil rights to women and fund Islamic fundamentalist schools, some 
of which preach violence against innocent ''infidels'' in the name of Allah. 

And, closer to home, without $4 a gallon gasoline, Washington will most likely continue filling the pockets of oil-rich tropical autocrats. 

Venezuela's narcissist-Leninist President Hugo Chávez is a perfect example of U.S. oil-funded radicalism. When he was first elected in 
1998 and oil prices were at $9 a barrel, Chávez was ridiculing critics who speculated that he would become a radical leftist. ''Me, a 
Communist?'' he asked reporters. 

Today, with oil prices at more than $62 a barrel, Chávez ends his speeches proclaiming ''Socialism or Death!'' He claims that the United 
States is ''the cruelest, most terrible, most cynical, most murderous empire that has existed.'' And he chaperones Iranian Holocaust-
denying President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad throughout Latin America. 

Granted, the Bush administration will tell you that it is doing a lot to reduce America's oil consumption. In his recent State of the Union 
address, Bush laid plans to reduce U.S. gasoline usage by 20 percent over the next 10 years, among other things by increasing the 
supply of alternative fuels such as ethanol. 

But Bush, a Texas oilman at heart, and the U.S. Congress, not immune to the car lobby, are far too timid in attacking the U.S. foreign oil 
addiction. 

On Monday, the U.S. Energy Department announced that gasoline prices hit a national record of $3.05 a gallon, because of bottlenecks 
in U.S. refineries. At the Miami Beach Shell station where I filled up my tank, regular gasoline was $3.41; Plus gasoline was $3.60 a 
gallon. 

Judging from U.S. Energy Information Administration figures, the long-term picture is bleak: based on current trends, Americans will 
continue buying SUVs, Hummers and ever-growing cars, and U.S. dependence on foreign oil will increase. Consider: 

• While light trucks and SUVs accounted for 19 percent of all vehicles sold in the United States in 1975, the percentage grew to 50 
percent by 2005. By 2015, light trucks and SUVs are projected to account for 52 percent of all new U.S. car sales, according to EIA 
projections. 



• U.S. imports of foreign oil have soared from 35 percent of total U.S. oil consumption in 1973 to 60 percent of total U.S. oil 
consumption in 2006, according to the EIA. 

''Overall imports of oil are going to increase, as we consume more petroleum,'' Jonathan Cogan, a spokesman for the EIA, told me in a 
telephone interview Wednesday. 

My opinion: This is insane! I have nothing against you buying a light truck or an SUV if you are a soccer mom with quintuplets, a 
concert bass player, or a rancher in Montana. 

But when I see these ever-growing vehicles driving through Miami -- where I have yet to find a hill, let alone a mountain -- with just one 
person inside, carrying nothing, I can only conclude that America deserves the foreign oil-rich despots that are causing so much 
trouble. 

As long as America doesn't get serious about reducing oil consumption, petro-dictators will grow stronger, and there will be more of 
them. So when I see $3.41 gas prices, I say: ''Bravo!'' The sooner we get to $4, the better! 
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The converted VW Beetle has run easily at 45 miles per hour, and it is built to run at highway speeds,  while 
operating costs are 3-5 cents a mile.   

Mic McGuire’s 1971 Volkswagen bug doesn’t sport any flowers or peace symbols but, like its 
predecessors from the ’60s and ’70s, it’s a protest of war and a paean of sorts to environmental 
stewardship. 

The VW, newly transformed into an electric vehicle, has become McGuire’s daily ride. 

It wasn’t always the snappy-colored standout it has become. It looked a little forlorn and rusty when 
Tom Hicks gave it to McGuire to transform. 

McGuire’s top talents, however, lie in music and ministry. Consequently, he called on a handful of 
mechanically inclined friends to help remove the car’s old gasoline engine and replace it with an 
electric motor kit and nine 8-volt batteries. 

Tony and Rhonda Tollette allowed him to use their garage for the duration. There, the group of 
friends hammered out the dents, installed new carpet, headliner, seat covers, tires, lights, brakes and 
gave it a final paint job. 

"The paint job is the combination of our creative juices, but mostly it’s Tony’s work," McGuire said of 
the vibrant yellow car with its black fender skirts and "450 amps" trim. "Tony helped enormously on 
the project." 

Mic McGuire's electric VW beetle runs on nine 8-volt batteries.  Frank Harbaugh and Gary Thompson, 
both automotive professionals, lent their skills, too. A few months and a few thousand dollars later, it 
was finished. 

McGuire has enjoyed the learning process, the conversation and camaraderie of the pros who 
helped, and the personal satisfaction of finishing the job. 

"There were lots of doubters," he said. "I’m as glad that it works as anybody else." 

The VW has run easily at 45 miles per hour, and it is built to run at highway speeds, though he has 
yet to try them. The record high speed for an electric car is 247 miles per hour, he said. 

The operating cost is about 3 to 5 cents per mile in any traffic, approximately half the cost of 
operating a traditional car, according to 2006 figures based on a gasoline cost of $1.50 per gallon. 
And that does not include an estimated $400 to $600 for annual maintenance costs of a gas engine. 



All in all, the modified VW is a bargain, economically and ecologically. 

"It made its debut on Earth Day here at the church," said McGuire, who is pastor of Grace United 
Methodist Church. 

To him, it was a fitting initiation. The VW’s modification was an expression of McGuire’s faith, applied 
in both the secular and sacred worlds. 

He has a one-word initial answer for people who ask why he switched from gasoline to battery power: 
Iraq. 

"That was my simple answer," McGuire said. "I agree with the president that we are addicted to oil, 
and I disagree that we’re not there trying to protect our oil." 

McGuire is convinced that the nation’s addiction to oil lies at the root of the U.S.’s war against Iraq, 
and as a Christian, he cannot condone killing, especially not to satisfy an addiction. 

"How do we fight addiction?" he asked rhetorically. "We quit using that which we’re addicted to." 

But there’s more to McGuire’s answer than a national appetite for oil. 

"More than that, it’s also taking care of the environment," he said. "This car … produces no 
emissions, it produces no pollutants. Yet at the same time I am aware the electricity that I do use is 
generated by other resources that do cause pollution." 

Still, the electric VW uses less energy and causes less pollution than gas-powered cars, and that’s 
important to McGuire for several reasons. 

"I think that we are to be good stewards of the earth’s resources, not just how much we use them, but 
how much we overuse them," he said. "More important to me, am I being a good steward of God’s 
resources? … If we had just the in-town driving being done in electric cars, people would save an 
enormous amount of money and pollution." 

Switching to electric motors in New York City, for example, would drastically reduce emissions and 
engine noises that pollute. 

Electric vehicles use no power when they are not accelerating, and that in itself would be 
monumentally significant in the stop-and-go traffic jams of larger cities, he said. 

"I didn’t want to ... play like I’m trying to save the world," McGuire said. "But at the same time, I don’t 
want to sit idly by and do nothing." 
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