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Regular Meetings: 4th Tuesday of every month (January thru November), at 7:00 pm,  
Location: San Diego Regional Transportation Center, at the corner of I-15 and El Cajon Blvd.  
Place: In the Autotorium 
Next Meeting: Tuesday, September 27, 2005 @ 7 p.m. 
Subject:                  Enigma a bio-diesel hybrid designed and built here in San Diego.  
Speakers:         Dr. Jim Burns PhD and Engineering Students from S.D.S.U. 
 

The President’ s Message 
 

Our August meeting was back up to 34 attendees with several 
visitors and EV1 followers.  EAA Board Member Jerry 
Asher and Phil Kern were the most notable guest.  Chelsea 
Sexton and Paul Scott delivered a double punch presentation 
with inside scoops, some of the info has been made public 
(since our meeting) and wil l follow in this newsletter.  I 
could not share all of the info given however, I suggest that 
you watch for an independent movie about the EV1 coming 
to the “Sun Dance Film Festival.”  
 
During the August EVAOSD meeting we elected a new Vice 
President, Dr Jim Burns PhD. of SDSU has offered to 
support EVAOSD as we charge ahead with our EV.  We also 
received a donation from Paul Marshall .  For our raffle we 
had added a Global Positioning Device to the kitty and the 
funds were higher than the previous month. 

 
For our September meeting we will be starting outside (to see 
the Enigma during daylight) and hearing form Dr. Jim Burns 
and Engineering students from SDSU are bringing their 
Enigma a bio-diesel hybrid that achieves 80 MPG & 0 to 60 
MPH in 7 seconds.  Besides seeing this vehicle in operation 
we will hear the mission statement about a trip coast to coast 

without refueling.  And perhaps the next variation for SDSU 
called the Equinox. 
 
Then for our last daylight saving time meeting of 2005 on 
October 25, Keith Vansickle is bringing a small fleet of three 
wheel EV that his students have been working on.   
 
I just returned from Las Vegas where I was able to ride their 
EV Monorail several times with standing room only.  I 
believe that it was about 50 years ago that Walt Disney told 
all of us that this would be the way we commute in the 
futureJ   It can move 4,000 people per hour in each direc-
tion, this ride & drive is worth the time if you are in the area. 

 
I look forward to seeing you at our meeting on Tuesday, 
September 27, 2005 @ 7p.m.  The meeting wil l be at the 
RTC (Regional Transportation Center), [starting outside then 
moving in to the auditorium] located on the southwest corner 
of the main building.   

 
Note: If you arrive late the building may look dark and closed 
for business.  We meet after normal business hours in the 
“Auditorium” and the public is welcome to attend our 
meetings. 
 

   Bill Hammons, President EVAoSD 
 



 
Calendar of EVents: 
 
9/25 Free One-day EV Conversion Workshop, Electro 
Automotive (831) 429-1989, Cupertino, CA 
 
9/25 Noon – 4 P.M. Family Solar Energy Day – Reuben 
H. Fleet Science Center – San Diego, CA 
 
9/26 Media Kick-off Event for Solar Week – Featuring 
Qualcomm’s new 100 kW solar photovoltaic system. 
 
9/27 Solar Workshops – San Diego Energy Resource 
Center 
 
9/27 Solar Open House (Commercial) at two locations. 
Sanyo North America, San Diego, CA and  
City of Chula Vista Police Department. 
 
9/27 EVAOSD Meeting; SDSU’s Enigma (bio-diesel 80 
MPG hybrid w/ 0-80 MPH in 0:07) by Dr. Jim Burns and 
SDSU Engineering students. 
 
9/28  AWEA Wind Fall Symposium – La Quinta, CA 
 

9/28 San Diego bus tour of local commercial businesses 
showcasing various solar technologies and applications. 
Two free tours starting at 7:30 A.M. & 12:30 P.M. 
 
9/29 Solar Conference – Qualcomm Inc., San Diego, CA 
 
9/30 San Diego Regional Clean Cities Coalition Meeting 
 
9/30 Workshop; Power Purchase Agreements – San 
Diego Energy Resource Center 
 
10/1 Sixth Annual Solar Homes Tour – 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Over 25 San Diego County homes featured. 
 
10/14 Press Event to celebrate a billion gallons of 
petroleum displaced through the work of Clean 
Cities programs throughout the US – San Diego 
 
10/25 EVAOSD Meeting; Keith Vansickle and a fleet of 
three-wheel electric vehicles. 
 
11/14-18 CA to Host 2005 Fuel Cell Seminar – Palm 
Springs, CA   http://www.fuelcellseminar.com  
 

For details go to: 
http://www.sdenergy.org/ContentPage.asp?ContentID=291&SectionID=287  

Beyond a Billi on Gallons Displaced “ Moving Beyond a Bil lion Gallons Toward Energy Security”  
Press Conference planned for October 14, 2005 between 10 am & noon, at Poway Unified School District 



EVAOSD participation is encouraged along with Jim Burns, Keith Vansickle and Paul Marshall . 

 

Taking Turns ‘ - - -,_ _ _ Messages from our members . . . 
 
Lawrence Em erson reports :  Purolator Courier Orders Azure 115 Hybrid Vans                                           
                                                                                                       
  Toronto -  Azure Dynamics yesterday announced tha t Purolator Courier Ltd.,  
Canada's largest co urier company, has executed an order t o purchase 115 new hybrid 
electric vehicles. According to a com pany release, the o r der placed by Puro l ato r 
marks significant progress in Purolator's commitment to replace it s urban courier  
vans with environmentally sensitive vehicles. These represent the first commercia l 
vehicles ordered under a September 2003 agreement between Azure Dynamics and  
Purolator for the  replacement of up  to 2,000 conventio nal vehicles with vans 
powered by Azure's hybrid electric vehicle technology. Deliveries of the first  
vehicles will comm ence in 2006.  Campbell Deacon, CE O of Azure Dynamics said , "The 
115 hybrid electric vehicle order is  the largest of it s kind in the deli very 
industry. We are prou d to be associated with Purolator and believe their bold   
leadership will be  instrumental in changing the way the i ndustry does business."  
Robert Johnson, P r esident and CEO of Purolator remar ked, "Given commer cial 
realities, Purolator is committed t o doi ng what it ca n to h ave a positive impac t on 
the environment. We are pleased that  the technology continues to perform at th e 
high standards we need to see i n order to maintain our excellent deliver y 
performance for ou r customers. It giv es us the confidenc e t o embark on the  nex t 
phase of fleet replacement with Azure's hybrid electric vehicle technology." Azure  
Dynamics' operations are   based in North America and Europe. For more compan y 
information, visit www.azuredynamics.c om.  
 

Toyota Says It Plans Eventually to Offer an All-Hybr id Fleet  
By BLOOMBERG NEWS  Published: September 14, 2005 in The New York Times 

FRANKFURT, Sept. 13 (Bloomberg News) - The Toyota Motor Corporation said this week that all its 
vehicles would eventually be run by hybrid gasoline-electric motors, as record fuel prices curb demand 
for conventional automobiles. 

 
Frankfurt Auto Show 
Are European automakers ready to get serious about hybrid technology? The Times©s Mark Landler looks at the 
latest trends in the industry. 
 

"In the future, the cars you see from Toyota will be 100 percent hybrid," Kazuo Okamoto, executive vice 
president, told reporters in Frankfurt Monday, without giving a specific timetable. 



Toyota, Japan's biggest carmaker and second to General Motors worldwide, is aiming to make as 
many as 400,000 gasoline-electric vehicles in 2006, including Prius cars, Camry sedans, Highlander 
sport utility vehicles and Coaster buses, Katsuaki Watanabe, president of Toyota, said at an investor 
conference in New York Monday. That would be 60 percent more than 2005's objective, he added. 

Toyota has sold 425,000 gasoline-electric cars since 1997 and is trying to profit from its lead over 
General Motors and Ford Motor. Mr. Watanabe said he aimed to cut production costs and halve the 
$5,000 price premium on such vehicles, without giving details. 

"Toyota has been the leader of the pack in environmental technology, and they will probably continue to 
be," said Norihito Kanai, an analyst at Meiji Dresdner Asset Management in Tokyo. "Many of its rivals 
were at first not so aggressive in hybrids, but now we see everyone joining." 

Hybrid vehicles combine a gasoline engine with a battery pack that is recharged through braking. 
Electricity powers the vehicle at low speeds, enabling the Prius to go up to 55 miles on a gallon of 
gasoline, double the mileage of an automobile that runs on a conventional engine. 

A Prius hybrid carries a sticker price of $20,875 in California. The cost of those components makes 
hybrids $3,000 to $5,000 more expensive than gasoline-engine autos, according to automakers and 
analysts. 

Mr. Watanabe told investors he could not give a time frame for halving the price premium. Nihon Keizai 
reported on its Web site Tuesday that he gave a target of 2010. 

Fujio Cho, Mr. Watanabe's predecessor, previously set a goal of selling 300,000 hybrids annually 
worldwide by the end of 2005, and last year he pushed back the date to 2006. Jim Press, Toyota's 
United States sales chief, said a shortage of batteries and other parts would probably hold back 
production. The company is planning to sell 240,000 to 250,000 hybrids this year and a million a year 
by 2010. 

"We believe that in 10 years the world will be filled with hybrids," Mr. Okamoto said. 

Greg Newhouse of San Diego Regional Clean Cities Coalition says: 

Don't miss this meeting  -  mark your calendars for Sept 30, which will be our next General 
Membership Meeting at Miramar College.  The meeting will be from 10:00 to 12:00 in the I Building Room 101 B.  
Lunch will follow the meeting at 12:00.  No parking permits will be required.  Please RSVP either by email or at 
619-388-7673.    Non-members are welcome, please RSVP at the number above. 
Program:  
Rentar Environmental Solutions, Plavan Petroleum and Flex Car and Cannadus have commited to making a 
presentation - with information that can be critical to your operations and/or vehicles. For more information on 
Rentar - Rentar Environmental Solutions is a world leader of pre- combustion fuel catalyst technologies. While 
these devices work with various fuels, they are geared primarily for diesel engines, and oil fired furnaces. Rentar 
Fuel Catalyst (RFC) produces significant improvement in fuel savings and emission reductions. 
http://www.rentar.com/company.htm 
 For more information on Plavan - Plavan is a leading provider of next generation petroleum product supply and 
management services. Utilizing creative problem solving and the latest technologies, Plavan maximizes the value 
that you receive from your petroleum purchases. We understand the impact that our products and services have 
on your organization and strive to help you run a better business.  Plavan just completed a unique event in July 
2005 to foster the use of biodiesel fuel in the community. http://www.plavan.com/ 
 For more information on Flexcaretworkcar - Flexcar - for more information on their programs in the San 
Diego area check out  http://www.flexcar.com 
 



Dave Culter reports… Plug- I n Hybrid Cars   

 
North Amer ica's  'Car  of the Year ' has  bee n souped up - -or  m ore accurately,  "gree n- tuned"  by adding ext ra batt er ies  and gr id-charging, 
and that 's  how you get t he PRI US+ , - -a "gas-opt ional"  or  "plug- in"  hybr id (PHEV) . That means  no gas  when you do your  er rands  on 
local st ree ts  at 35m ph. On the highway, it runs  just l ike any other  Pr ius, with the gasoline e ngine doing m ost of the work - -  and the 
ext ra batt er ies  k ick ing in to improve performance at ALL spee ds.   
Find Out How CalCars  Gree n-Tuned an '04 Toyota Pr ius  

 

   

 

 

GO ( Gas  Op t ion a l )  Car  OK  t o GO  



Am er ica ' s  o i l  co n su m p t ion  h as  in cr eased 2 5 %  sin ce 1 9 8 0 —w e' r e n o w  
chu g - a- lu g g in g 2 0  m i l l i on  b ar r e l s  o f  o i l  ev er y sin g le d ay  

( u p f r om 1 6  m i l l i o n in  1 9 8 0 ) .  
§         Glob al  con su m p t ion is  ab ov e 8 3  m i l l io n b ar r e l s  d a i l y an d r is in g 

r ap id ly .  

§         U.S. g aso l in e p r ices  ar e ap p r o ach in g $ 3  a g al lon .   

§         To k ee p t h e cr u d e f lo w in g , t h e U.S. is  d ep lo y in g i t s  m i l i t ar y a l l  
ar o un d t h e w or ld at  a st agg er in g cost  in  m on ey an d l i v es.  

§         Th e ch em ical  r ef u se o f  o u r  g aso l in e ad d ict io n is  f og g in g t h e g lob e 
w i t h  g r eenh o u se g ases  t h at  a r e a l t e r in g o u r  p lan et ' s  c l im at e, 

The world©s  supp ly of recoverable oi l  is  fast runn ing out . An energy policy (or  
the lack of one) that leaves  us  with no alternat ive but swilling m ore oi l  is  
suicidally stupid. But where©s  the leadership? Neither  the White House nor  the 
Congress, neither  the Republican nor  the Dem ocrat ic party,  has  a plan for  
coping with what is  clearly a loo m ing disaster.  They©re not even discussing it . 
 
Cu t  t h e leash  
 
I f  o u r  l ead er s  ar e t oo co r r u p t ed , t oo w eak , an d t o o un im ag in at i v e t o 
cu t  Am er ica ( an d u l t im at e ly t h e w o r ld )  f r ee o f  ou r  t et h er  t o Big Oi l , 
t h en  w e m u st  d o i t  o u r selv es. A g o od p lace t o b eg in  i s  f o r  u s  t o st ar t  
b u y in g car s, t r u ck s, an d o t h er  v eh ic les  t h a t  g et  5 0 0  m i les  p er  g al lon . 
 
DO SOMETHI NG!  
 
I n f o r m at io n :  For  solid d ata a nd analysis, Aust in Energy is  a rel iable source. A 
recent 25-page report called Transportat ion Convergence is  avai lable from AE, 
which includes  the Gas  Op t ion al  i n cen t iv e p r og r am  adopted by the Aust in 
City Council. AE can also provide copies  of the Set  Am er ica Fr ee proposal for  
U.S. energy security, issued by various  neocon organizat ions. 

Contact Jeff Vice at www.aust inenergy.com or  512-322-6087. Legislat ion:  Get 
your  own city counci l  to adopt t he Aust in Gas  Opt ional incent ive program . 
Cop ies  ar e av ai l ab le f r om Au st in  En er g y  or  call  1-512-322-6087. 
 
Agitat ion:  Get involved with the California Cars  Init iat ive. 
 
Free Subscript ion to NuEnergy News 
 
Sou r ces:  Jim Hightower  -  A city in Texas  starts  sm art - energy driving 

Gas  Opt ional Vehicles:  Aust in Energy Charges  Ahead 

 

 

   

 

 



As repor ted dur ing our August Meeting…Plu g - I n Am er ica!    By EV World  

September 02, 2005  Determined advocacy works!  

During a September 1, 2005 telephone press conference, Chelsea Sexton announced that Toyota had agreed 
to abandon its plans to eventually recall and "recycle" all of its leased RAV4 EV electric-powered SUVs, totally 
more than 600 vehicles. The makers of the world©s best selling hybrid car also agreed to sell many of the 
vehicles to their current lessees, including Don©tCrush.Org©s "poster girl" Linda Nicholes, who participated in 
the press conference along with National Energy Policy Commission member, James Woolsey, Southern 
California Edison©s Ed Kjaer, Paul Scott, Dave Raboy, and Marc Geller.  

EV World participated in the call, recording it for our listeners. You can listen to it using the MP3 Player below 
the photo, or you can download it to your computer for playback on your favorite MP3 device.  

We have also reproduced below the press release from that event. We congratulate Don©t Crush on their 
victory and Toyota for doing the Right Thing. We also are pleased that another voice, Plug-In America, has 
been added to the growing chorus calling for the development of grid-chargeable, electric hybrids. Watch for 
our upcoming interview with the founding members of the new Plug-In Hybrid Consortium, also announced 
this week. The pace of activity is beginning to accelerate and with the events along the Gulf Coast this week, 
not a moment too soon.  

Conference All Press Release 
Los Angeles – In an international telephone press conference today DontCrush.com, lauded Toyota©s recent 
decision to keep its zero-emission, battery-electric RAV 4 SUVs on the road. Joined by a former CIA-director, 
an ex-GM employee, an EV engineer, and the Southern California Edison Electric Transportation director, 
DontCrush.com is declaring a victory in its efforts to save America©s last remaining petroleum-free, pollution-
free vehicles.  

DontCrush.com©s success in saving Toyota©s RAV4 EV, the Ford Th!nk City EV and Ford Ranger EV from the 
crusher while bringing national attention to General Motors© decision to destroy its popular EV1s, have 
inspired the group to help America move towards an oil-independent future with Plug in America, a new 
advocacy organization launched today. The organization will work with industry, environmental and national 
security organizations, and concerned citizens to revive plug-in auto production and give Americans the 
freedom to choose cars, trucks, and SUVs that are powered by cleaner, cheaper, domestic sources of energy.  

Following a three-month campaign, Toyota agreed to stop crushing its RAV4 EV, and allow satisfied 
customers to lease or buy their zero-emission SUVs. Electric vehicle advocates, long dismissed as "fanatics" 
or "hobbyists" by automakers, are in fact speaking for the majority of Americans concerned about national 
security, public health, rising gas prices, and global warming. A recent Reuters survey found that most 
Americans believe it is patriotic to buy a fuel-efficient vehicle to help reduce American dependency on foreign 
oil. Nearly no oil is used for making electricity in the U.S; over 70% of our oil is consumed for transportation. 
Plug in America wants the government and automakers to prioritize building and marketing plug-in vehicles 
now.  

Plug in America 
Pulling away from the pump and plugging into our nation©s extensive electric infrastructure would mean that 
Americans could immediately make the switch to cheaper, cleaner, domestic energy sources to power cars, 
trucks and SUVs. The cost of plugging in to the grid and charging up at home is the equivalent of pennies per 
gallon on the average electric bill as compared to $3.00-plus a gallon at the pump today. The widespread use 
of renewable energy like solar and wind power is on the rise across America and offers drivers the opportunity 
to plug-in to fossil-fuel free energy. With a plug-in hybrid, which uses a battery-powered electric motor for the 
first 30 to 50 miles, most American commuters would rarely if ever need to fill up or even top off with gasoline 
unless making a long trip. Since 50 percent of Americans do not drive more than 20 miles per day, the electric 
range of a plug-in hybrid would power nearly all of our daily driving.  This article & more articles are continued 
(in the e-version @ evaosd.com) after the cover for mailing. 



  

Additional news items can be found on the evaosd.com website.  Due to printing and mailing 
cost we are limited to six pages in our published publication.  Additional EV news follows the 
page on the internet.  Send comments and/or news items that you would like to see in this 
newsletter to bhammon1@san.rr.com.  

EVAOSD Newsletter Monthly, 6 pages, covering San Diego County and Southern California 
Subscription rates: $12.50 per year ($15 foreign, via sea mail)  Additional newsletter 
items can be found on the E-newsletter at evaosd.com. 

 
EAA Current Events Bi-monthly newsletter of the Electric Auto Association 

Subscription rates: $39 per year ($45 foreign), includes a subscription to the EVAOSD 
Newsletter. Please send directly to EAA using form found at membership@eaaev.org  

Current subscribers have borrowing privileges for the association’s video tape and publications library. 
Subscribing to the newsletter is optional and is not a requirement for membership. 
EVAOSD meetings are always open to any and all interested parties. 
 
 
 

New Subscribers, please use this form to register to receive the EVAOSD Newsletter. 
Current Subscribers, please use this form to send us any change in your details. 

PLEASE PROVIDE ALL INFORMATION AS YOU WANT IT TO APPEAR FOR MAILING 
(Please print clearly.) 

 
Name _____________________ _________________ ________________________ 
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Email address _____________________________________________________________________ 

Please make check or money order payable to: EVAOSD. Send this form and payment to: Russ Lemon, EVAOSD Treasurer.  
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Continuation o f page 7;  “ Plu g - I n Am er ica! ”    By EV World 

A Brief History of EVs and the People Who Tried to Destroy Them 
DontCrush.com started in 2004 in response to auto companies© ongoing destruction of their electric cars after 
successfully eviscerating California©s Zero Emission Vehicle Mandate. Despite enormous popularity including 
waiting lists to lease the all-electric, zero-emission vehicles, the auto industry spent millions lobbying Sacramento 
and suing in federal court to take the cars off the road and replace them with gasoline cars as the only readily 
available option. Successful grassroots interventions including demonstrations at dealerships, car-sit vigils, and 
public education rallies helped save from the crusher hundreds of Ford and Toyota electric cars.  

DontCrush.com©s efforts have received public support from the California Assembly Member Fran Pavley, 
California Assembly Member Mark Leno, California Environmental Protection Agency Secretary Alan Lloyd, 
California State Senator Sheila Kuehl, Electric Auto Association, Environment Now, Global Exchange, 
Greenpeace, Jumpstart Ford Coalition, Natural Resources Defense Council, Orange County Interfaith Coalition 
for the Environment, Rainforest Action Network, Set America Free, Sierra Club, City of Santa Monica, South 
Coast Air Quality Management District and the Union of Concerned Scientists.  

Suppo rting Statements 
James Woolsey, former Director of the Central Intelligence Agency and member of Plug in America coalition and 
Set America Free, is a well-known advocate of plug-in hybrid technology. "We must encourage the 
commercialization of technologies that are compatible with existing infrastructure. What makes plug-in hybrids 
promising is that they are; we don©t need a Manhattan Project to make this happen."  

"Southern California Edison is proud to operate one of the nation©s largest and most successful EV fleets, "says 
Ed Kjaer, Director of Electric Transportation Department of Southern California Edison. "Since its inception, SCE©s 
EV fleet has traveled almost 12 million trouble-free miles delivering significant petroleum, emissions and green 
house gas reductions as well as lower maintenance and operating costs. Thanks to the continuing support of 
Toyota and as a testament to the quality, durability and reliability of their world class EV, SCE is committed to 
maintaining its almost 180 Toyota RAV4 EVs indefinitely."  

"The waiting lists and public campaigns for plug-in vehicles only proves that the demand for these cars has 
always gone unfulfilled by the automakers," says Chelsea Sexton, Plug in America organizer and former GM EV1 
specialist. "There was compelling demand a decade ago when large EV programs started and were killed. That 
demand has only increased exponentially as the nation has come to realize the devastating consequences of 
depending on foreign oil."  

"Four years and over 30,000 miles driving electric cars has proven to me that the best way for us individually and 
as a nation to use less oil is to have the choice to use none," says Marc Geller, Plug in America organizer. 
"Automakers need to offer plug- in electric alternatives, because electricity from the American grid, or in my case 
my solar PV panels, is cleaner, cheaper and domestic. We shouldn©t have to pay off oil companies or 
undemocratic regimes just to get to work. Disruptions in oil supply - in Iraq, in Louisiana - compel us to move 
quickly. We need choices. Now. Unlike the ever-more distant panacea of hydrogen fuel cells, plug in technology 
works today, and the infrastructure is ubiquitous. The automakers have already proven they can make great plug 
in cars. I drive one past gas stations every day."  

"Before I leased my RAV4 EV, I never knew how much I©d love it. After I had it, I had no idea how hard I©d have to 
fight to keep it," explains Linda Nicholes, Toyota RAV4 EV owner. "Toyota©s turnaround is a courageous decision 
to respond to consumer demand and revise a policy created years ago for the benefit of their customers as well 
as the environment." 



 
 

A Plug-in Gas-elect r ic Vehicle May Be Key in Saving Fuel and Cutt ing Pollut ion  
 
Is there a car that can cut America©s oi l  imports to a t rickle, dramat ically reduce pollut ion, and do it all  wit h 
current ly avai lable technology? Greg Hanssen thinks so.  His company* has already bui lt one such car -- a 
converted Toyota Prius that gets 100 to 180 mpg in a typical commute.  Andrew A. Frank thinks so, too.  The 
University of California at Davis professor has const ructed a handful  of such vehicles.  His latest : a converted 
325-horsepower Ford Explorer that goes 50 miles using no gas at all,  -- "It goes l ike a rocket ," he says.  
 
These vehicles are quickly becoming the darl ings of st range bedfellows: both conservat ive hawks and 
environmental ists, who see such fuel eff iciency as key to ensuring nat ional security and f ight ing cl imate 
change.  Reducing dependence on the turbulent Midd le East "is a war issue," says former CIA Chief R. James 
Woolsey, who calls the cars© potent ial "phenomenal.”  
 
"What©s the secret?  It©s as simple as add ing more bat teries and a plug to hybrids such as the Prius.  That way, 
the batt eries can be charged up at any elect rical out let -- lett ing this so-called plug-in hybrid t ravel 20 to 60 
miles under elect ric power alone.  Since most Americans drive fewer t han 30 miles a day, such a car could go 
months without visit ing the f i l ling stat ion.  
 
"The only t ime you would have to gas up is when you go out of town," says Felix Kramer, who founded the 
nonprof it California Cars Init iat ive to promote plug-ins.  Run the internal combust ion engine on a blend of 
gasoline and biofuels l ike ethanol, and it would use almost no oi l  products at all.   "That changes the world," 
says Frank J. Gaffney Jr. , president of t he Center for  Security Policy.    

  

CalCars is using the Toyota Prius** as a high-visibi l it y plat form to demonst rate the fuel economy benef its of a 
grid-pluggable hybrid t hat off ers an extended EV range.  The California Cars Init iat ive is a group of 
ent repreneurs, technologists, environmental ists and other cit izens working to spur t he adopt ion of eff icient , 
non-pollut ing automot ive technologies.  
 
Greg Hanssen and his colleagues at *EnergyCS, for example, replaced the Prius© existing 1.3-ki lowatt -hour 
nickel metal hydride batt ery with an advanced 9-kWh l ithium ion bat tery pack.  They hope to offer a 
conversion kit  for  Prius owners.  It carries a weight penalty of about 170 pounds.  
 
In a proj ect sponsored by the Elect r ic Power Research Inst itute (EPRI), several ut i l it ies, government agencies, 
and DaimlerChrysler are bui lding a f leet of up to 40 PHEV Sprinter del ivery vans.  However, David Hermance, 
Toyota©s execut ive engineer for environmental engineering, says, "We keep looking at t he concept , and at some 
point it might be feasible, but it isn©t there yet ."  
 
Hybrids are est imated to cost $2,000 to $5,000 more than convent ional cars to make, and the larger batt eries 
for plug-ins would add several t housands dollars more. Last December, (2004) t he bipart isan US Nat ional 
Commission on Energy Policy included plug-ins as an element of it s energy st rategy. The ‘ Set America Free’ 
coal it ion is meanwhile pushing for $2 bil l ion in incent ives, point ing out t hat "if  all cars on the road are hybrids 
and half  are plug-in hybrid vehicles, U.S. oil import s would drop b y 8 mill ion barrels per day." (Business 
Week).  
 
Giving Hybrids A Real JoltThe Benefits of Plug-In Hybrids  
 
CalCars (Plug-in Prius) Founder Fel ix Kramer on Science Friday - St reaming informat ion is avai lable at 
ht t p:/ /sciencefr iday.com/st reaming.html and ht tp:/ /ww w.sciencefr iday.com/audio/   
 
Giving Hybrids A Real Jolt  
 
The Benefits of Plug-In Hybrids 

Hybrids? Some opt t o Go batt ery-elect r ic.   Not long after Dan Kroushl got his new 2004 
Toyota Prius, he began to wonder about t he mysterious butt on on the dash.  It didn©t seem 
to have any funct ion.  Didn©t boost t he turbo or engage an ej ector seat .   In online discussions 
with other Prius enthusiasts, Mr. Kroushl soon discovered the butt on did have a hidden 
funct ion: It could turn the gasoline-elect ric hybrid into an all-elect ric c ar - for a mile or so 
on l imited bat tery power. ** The "stealth mode" butt on works f ine in Japan and Europe 
where it©s handy for drivers to roll  pol itely about densely packed subdivisions in the early 



to have any funct ion.  Didn©t boost t he turbo or engage an ej ector seat .   In online discussions 
with other Prius enthusiasts, Mr. Kroushl soon discovered the butt on did have a hidden 
funct ion: It could turn the gasoline-elect ric hybrid into an all-elect ric c ar - for a mile or so 
on l imited bat tery power. ** The "stealth mode" butt on works f ine in Japan and Europe 
where it©s handy for drivers to roll  pol itely about densely packed subdivisions in the early 
morning and late evening.  But t he butt on has been disconnected in North America©s Priuses. 
– By Mark Clayton, The Christ ian Science Monitor 

 CalCars (Plug-in Prius) Founder Felix Kramer on Science Friday - St reaming informat ion is avai lable at 
ht t p:/ /sciencefr iday.com/st reaming.html and ht tp:/ /ww w.sciencefr iday.com/audio/  

  

 

Keith Vansickle reports… a few pictures from Woodbur n and John Waylands electric garage 
if the members would be interested kEVs  
 

 


